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Britain AD:
ARTHUR’S BRITAIN
PROGRAMME LENGTH

1 hour 

SCREENING DETAILS

Monday February 6 at 9.30am EST/ NZ

Dr Francis Pryor familiar to many from “Time Team” presents this program that debunks the label ‘Dark Ages’.



With the aid of the latest archaeology and scholarship Pryor raises considerable doubt about the usual interpretation of the Roman conquest, occupation and abandonment of Britain.

This program would be of great interest to students of archaeology. Any student concerned with Roman Britain should view this program as a prerequisite to any course of study. The historicity of the Arthurian legend is also discussed.
 Denis Mootz

STAYING FOCUSED.
This is the data collection stage of the activity. 

The detailed questioning is designed to ensure that students decode the visual and aural materials presented to them in the video.

The video programs can be stopped at the end of each section. This will allow students to share and discuss answers.

	Introduction.

When did the Romans leave Britain?

What is the usual view of the result of this withdrawal?
Note Francis Pryor’s view of this traditional version.

Who was the only hero of this mythical period?
 Note Pryor’s proposed ‘journey’.



	Act 1. 

What material is Pryor going to use?

Note where Pryor starts. Why?

Note details of the hill fort at Cadbury Castle.
How successful was the defense? Result?

Note Pryor’s alternative view.

What is the basis for Pryor’s view? Implications?

What were local archaeologists looking for at Cadbury Castle? Result? Implications?
Why is finding evidence of Arthur difficult?
Why does Pryor treat the Arthurian sites with such obvious skepticism?
Note Pryor’s reference to the Arthurian “industry”. Implications?

Why is the Arthur legend so attractive? Result?



	Act 2.

Note Pryor’s discussion of Arthur and the sword Excalibur. Implications?
What was found at Witham Fen in 1981? Implications?

What do the archaeological field walks in Lincolnshire suggest? Implications?
Note the concentration of medieval abbeys in the Witham Valley. Explanation? Implications?
Note the role of swords in Anglo-Saxon law. Implications?
What does the continuity of culture in the Witham Valley suggest?



	Act 3.  

Why is the story of the Roman invasion of Britain being rewritten?

What does the palace at Fishbourne suggest? Implications?
Note details of the remains at Fishbourne.

Why did archaeologists have to rethink their interpretation of Fishbourne?

What does Pryor suggest about the Roman invasion? Evidence?
Note the tribal nature of pre Roman Britain. 

What does the 10 BCE burial near Colchester contain? Implications?
Note details of Verica king of the Atrebates.
Note Cassius Dio’s description of Verica’s plea to the Romans. Implications?

Note Dio Cassius’s description of the invasion?

Why have archaeologists rethought the point of arrival of the Romans?

What does archaeology suggest about the pre-Roman site at Fishbourne? Implications?
Note details of King Togidubnus.
Note Pryor’s description of the impact of Roman ‘rule’ in Britain.
Note details of Bath.
Note Barry Cunliffe’s view of the Roman presence at Bath. Implications?

Note the connection made with the Witham Valley and sacred waters.
To whom was Roman Bath sacred? Implications?
Note Pryor’s conclusions about Britain’s ‘soul’.



	Act 4.

Note details of the lead tank. Implications?
Note details of Constantine the Great.
What impact did Constantine have on the Roman Empire?

Why was the structure of society in Britain changing? Result? Implications?
What can be learnt from the mosaics found in Romano-British villas?
Note details of the Romano-British villa at Chedworth. Implications?
What is the message of the floor mosaics?
Note details of the villa at Lullingstone. Implications?

Who were the Gnostics? Implications?

Why was Gnosticism denounced? Result?
Note the connection with the previously discussed lead tank? Implications?
Why did Britain turn its back on Rome? Result?
What evidence is there at Cadbury of a resurgence of British culture?
When was Arthur ‘invented’?
Why was Arthur invented? Result? Implications?



	Act 5.

Note St Jerome’s description of the aftermath of Roman rule?

What does archaeology suggest occurred in Britain?

Note the gap in our knowledge.
What ‘murky’ figure emerged in this period? Implications?

What foundations exist for Arthur’s existence?

Why does Pryor begin his investigation at York? Result? Implications?
How was a chronology established for this period? Implications?
Note discoveries elsewhere? Implications? 




	Act 6.
Why did Victorian archaeologists compare the British Empire to Rome? Implications?
What did earlier archaeologists miss at Wroxeter? Implications?

What does recent work at Birdoswald fort on Hadrian’s Wall suggest? Implications?
What has been found in the pollen analysis from Crag Lough? Implications?
What is suggested by evidence from other sites? Implications?
Note Francis Pryor’s final comments.



EXTENSIONS.

Useful, interesting, challenging, books, sources and websites will provide materials to supplement and complement the History presented in the video program.

The data collected here should be used in the notemaking below. 

	Some useful Internet sites:

The Dark Ages: http://www.archaeology.org/9809/abstracts/darkages.html
http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/archaeology/index.html
http://www.the-orb.net/encyclop/early/origins/rom_celt/romessay.html
Arthur and Excalibur: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthurian_legend
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Excalibur
http://www.caerleon.net/history/arthur/page2.htm
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/4186/Arthur/htmlpages/kingarthurlegendpeople.html
http://www.timelessmyths.com/arthurian/excalibur.html
http://www.archaeology.org/online/news/arthur.html
http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/the-real-king-arthur.htm
Constantine the Great: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_the_Great
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04295c.htm
http://www.roman-empire.net/decline/constantine-index.html
http://www.livius.org/cn-cs/constantine/constantine.html
Cadbury Castle: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadbury_Castle,_Somerset
http://www.legendofkingarthur.co.uk/southern-england/cadbury-castle.htm
http://digitaldigging.co.uk/maps/hillforts/somerset/hill-forts-somerset-cadbury-south-cadbury-hillfort.html
Fenland: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fens
http://www.exacteditions.com/exact/browse/658/1291/9339/3/7
http://flagfen.com/
http://accesscambridgearchaeology.wordpress.com/2011/12/15/bronze-age-fenland-flotilla/
Roman Invasion of Britain: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_conquest_of_Britain
http://www.jstor.org/pss/526914 (read the footnotes)
Fishbourne Palace: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fishbourne_Roman_Palace
http://www.sussexpast.co.uk/property/site.php?site_id=11
http://www.theheritagetrail.co.uk/roman%20britain/fishbourne.htm
Verica: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calleva_Atrebatum
Togidubnus: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiberius_Claudius_Cogidubnus
http://www.roman-britain.org/places/fishbourne.htm
Richborough: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richborough
http://www.theheritagetrail.co.uk/roman%20britain/richborough.htm
Chichester: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noviomagus_Reginorum
http://www.roman-britain.org/places/noviomagus_regnorum.htm
Aquae Sulis / Bath: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Baths_(Bath)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquae_Sulis
http://www.roman-britain.org/places/aquae_sulis.htm
Chedworth villa: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chedworth_Roman_Villa
http://www.chedworthromanvilla.com/
Lullingstone villa: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lullingstone_Roman_Villa
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/lullingstone-roman-villa/
York in the Dark Ages: http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/articles/york_dark.html
http://www.yorkarchaeology.co.uk/resources/voy-web.pdf (see pp. 27 ff)
Birdoswald fort: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banna_(Birdoswald)
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/archaeological.services/research_training/hadrianswall_research_framework/project_documents/Birdoswald.pdf
Wroxeter: http://www.asprom.org/resources/Wroxeter/WroxeterRHW.html
http://www.shropshiretourism.co.uk/king-arthur/
Crag Lough: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305440304001839
Gnostics: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnosticism
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06592a.htm



NOTEMAKING.

This is the collation stage of the activity. Students need to organise the field of information and begin to explore its context. 

Directions and /or Inquiry questions are provided for notemaking / summary exercises that will follow the viewing of the video. 

The materials / data for the summaries have been collected above.

The activity could be done in teams, groups, or by individuals, or as a class with teacher direction.

	1. Draw up a timeline / chronological chart of the events described and discussed in this program.

2. Note details of the Roman invasion of Britain.
3. Note details of the Roman occupation of Britain.
4. Note details of the Roman withdrawal from Britain.
5. Note details of the Dark Ages in Britain.
6. Note details of the archaeology that is forcing a rethink of events.
7. Note details of the Arthurian legend.
8. Note details of Francis Pryor’s alternative version of events in post Roman Britain.



ISSUES & INQUIRY.

Key issues and inquiry questions that have been raised by the video are addressed at this stage for discussion and research.

	1. How is Pryor’s version of the Roman conquest and occupation of Britain different from the traditional view?

2. Why does Pryor doubt the existence of King Arthur? What is he willing to believe?



PROBLEMS of EVIDENCE.

Questions of reliability and validity of the perspectives, evidence and sources presented in the video program need to be considered, tested and researched.
	1. What archaeological evidence supports Pryor’s alternative version of post Roman Britain?
2. How does Francis Pryor explain the legend of Arthur and Excalibur? 



COMMUNICATING.

The key issues and inquiry questions are potential topics for debate, essay writing, reports, historical recount and explanation.

	1. Write a REPORT on Roman Britain.
2. Prepare notes (both sides) for a DEBATE of the proposition that 

        Arthur is an invention of historians who needed to people the “Dark Ages” with a hero.

3. Assess the evidence that supports Pryor’s alternative view of Roman Britain.



